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March 11: Violent protest and confrontations with police continued in the cities of Merida, Maracay
and Barquisimeto. Street demonstrations in several cities commenced on the evening of March 9.
(See NotiSur 03/11/92.) According to the government's news service Venpres, the Second Caracas
Military Court issued charges against eight civilians for participation in the Feb. 4 coup attempt.
The eight reportedly included students who joined the rebellion in Valencia. A statement by
the ruling Democratic Action (AD) party said the party executive committee had scheduled a
meeting for March 12 to discuss a proposal to censure the government's economic cabinet and to
debate organizing presidential elections before the scheduled date. If the committee approves the
censure, the congress would vote on the proposal. Both AD and COPEI party leaders are opposed
to President Carlos Andres Perez's constitutional assembly initiative. In the event a constituent
assembly is organized, the 250 members of congress would be forced to resign. A spokesperson
for the Supreme Court said the court had decided in favor of investigating corruption charges
against Blanca Ibanez, spouse of former president Jaime Lusinchi, and six other officials who
served under the Lusinchi administration. The decision was motivated by a government petition
for approval of requesting extradition to Venezuela. Several of the suspects currently reside in the
US. March 12: In an annual report to the congress, President Perez said his government will conduct
a "frontal attack" on corruption and crime. According to Perez, "objectives and consequences"
would be same in the cases of rewriting the constitution via a constituent assembly or amendments
to the existing magna carta. He added, "The important thing is the debate." Defense Minister
Gen. Fernando Ochoa Antich expressed support for giving military personnel the right to vote.
He said such action would curb "the incentive to actively intervene in politics." In Merida, police
clashed with student demonstrators demanding the release from custody of eight counterparts
accused of participated in the coup attempt. A soda delivery truck was destroyed by fire, and at
least 20 students were arrested. The demonstration took place during a visit by Teresa Arias de
Chavez mother of coup leader Hugo Chavez at the invitation of the Merida Student Association.
The Judgeship Council (Consejo de la Judicatura) announced that 61 judges had been removed
from office, and investigations of "irregularities" involving another 400. Leaders of the coup attempt
issued a communique demanding a "fair trial," after refusing to appear for arraignment proceedings
and select attorneys for their defense. The statement contained a list of demands: restitution of
constitutional rights to assembly, protest, freedom of movement, and required court orders for
detention and search and seizure of residences; "full rights to defense"; end harassment of relatives
persons detained in connection with the coup; and explanations for the arrest of several military
personnel who had previously been released. Next, the coup leaders rejected defense attorneys
appointed by the court. The statement said the defendants had not refused to select their own
attorneys, but rather cooperation with court proceedings until full constitutional rights for all
Venezuelans are restored. March 13: Judge Ramon Moreno, of the Second Caracas Military Court,
announced temporary suspension of the legal process against the five lieutenant colonels accused of
leading the attempted coup, result of their refusal to coopearte. He added that the defendants would
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remain in prison indefinitely. According to official sources, the Interior Ministry, Attorney General's
Office and the General Accounting Office joined forces to create a "front against corruption."
March 15: Pompeyo Marquez, senator and leader of the Movement Toward Socialism (MAS) party,
told reporters that conditions for another military coup remain. He said a democratic solution to
the political crisis requires drastic modification of government economic policies, in addition to
broad-based reforms of the judiciary system and armed forces. According to results of a survey
conducted by the private polling agency Consultores 21, 57% of Venezuelans expect another
coup within the next six months. A majority of respondents indicated that only dramatic changes
sanctions against corruption, "true democracy," economic reforms and nation-wide dialogue can
forestall another attempt to overthrow the government. Forty-two percent of respondents said the
principal cause of the Feb. 4 coup attempt was declining living standards; 25%, institutional factors,
such as corruption, "bad government" and President Perez's "errors"; and 7%, military officers'
discontent or ambition. March 16: Defense Minister Ochoa Antich told reporters that the "armed
forces would categorically reject interference or intervention by any foreign entity or country in the
event that some group, whether military or civilian, takes power by force...But I categorically reject
that something like that could happen, just as everybody else does, and for that reason I trust in
the maturity of the Venezuelan people and the institutional rectitude of the armed forces." Over
the weekend, US Ambassador to Venezuela Michael Skol and Washington's ambassador at the
UN, Luigui Einaudi, said in separate statements that governments throughout the hemisphere
"would not accept an attack on the constitutionality" of democratically-elected governments.
The Agence France-Presse reported that last week, 200 retired Venezuelan officers from different
branches of the military and ranging in rank from lieutenants to generals published a statement
supporting the coup leaders' goals. The statement also accused the US government of seeking to
dismantle Latin American military establishments. In a statement submitted to Second Caracas
Military Court judge Ramon Moreno, the 163 military officers accused of involement in the coup
attempt said they would petition international organizations for the defense of their rights. The
statement said the government had not provided "the minimal required conditions...of respect for
human rights and constitutional and legal guarantees." Specifically, the soldiers cited poor sanitary
conditions, and absence of contact with relatives and defense attorneys. March 17: According to
a report by the Innac news service, students clashed with police during violent demonstrations
in the cities of Trujillo and Bocono, located about 500 km. southwest of Caracas. Among other
things, protesters demanded release of the leaders of the coup attempt. The AD national executive
committee issued a communique rejecting demands for Perez's resignation or reducing his term
in office. The statement expressed the party's "complete support" for the Perez administration.
Student leaders of the Universidad Central de Venezuela (UCV) in Caracas announced plans
for a demonstration on March 19. UCV students demand the resignation of President Perez, and
restoration of all constitutional rights and guarantees. March 18: Defense Ministry spokesperson
Rear Adm. Jose Huizi denied that 50 officers were arrested during the past two days under suspicion
of planning another coup. Huizi also dismissed reports that several mid-level army and navy officers
had been interrogated about recent telephone conversations described as "incitement to revolt."
Finally, Huizi denied that senior military officers had recommended a general amnesty for all
persons implicated in the Feb. 4 uprising. In a report to the president, the presidential advisory
council said continued suspension of constitutional guarantees serves to obstruct implementation of
reforms in the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government. Defense Minister Ochoa
Antich announced that charges related to Feb. 4 were dropped in the cases of 57 military officers
and eight civilians. According to Ochoa Antich, the 57 had no role in organizing the coup, and were
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not closely involved in "events." The minister said no more than 30 officers planned the uprising,
although about 80 officers will face trial in the military court system. In an article published by The
Christian Science Monitor, Richard Feinberg and Peter Hakim said that it would be a mistake to
interpret recent events in Venezuela as proof that democracy is incompatible with tough economic
reforms or the development of market-oriented economies. The coup attempt was attributed instead
to poor political leadership and the government's inability or unwillingness to fight corruption.
Feinberg and Hakim are president and director of Inter-American Dialogue, respectively. March 19:
Approximately 200 people congregated in western Caracas to demand the president's resignation
and immediate restitution of constitutional guarantees. When demonstrators clashed with police,
about 30 were injured and 25 arrested. Police blocked the protesters' passage through Bolivar
Plaza, and prevented delivery of a petition signed by 30,000 citizens demanding amnesty for coup
leaders. Interior Minister Luis Pinerua reiterated that the protest was illegal, since suspension
of the right to free assembly under the state of emergency decree remains in effect. March 20:
Hernando de Soto, Peruvian economist and former adviser to President Alberto Fujimori, said the
Venezuelan coup attempt and political violence in Peru are the "first signs" of a revolution which
will lead to profound changes in Latin America. According to de Soto, the primary cause of this
situation is politicians' refusal to allow participation in decision-making by the majority of respective
populations, and the extreme inequities of the market economies throughout the region. De Soto
predicted a "new wave of militarism" for Latin America if governments fail to promote structural
economic and political change designed to incorporate "the masses into the system." He added that
land tenure reform, more equitable income distribution and an end to bureaucratic obstacles are
required. Interior Minister Pinerua told reporters that restrictions on constitutional rights will be
removed "very soon." Innac reported violent demonstrations in Merida, Maracaibo, San Cristobal,
Trujillo and Bocono. In San Cristobal, 600 km. southwest of Caracas, five secondary students were
injured by tear gas fumes, a bus was destroyed by fire, and the public transportation system was
paralyzed during violent protests. In Merida, store owners clashed with looters, while anti-riot
police attempted to disperse demonstrators with tear gas. In Maracaibo, protesters set fire to a food
product delivery truck. March 21: The Independent Democratic Party (PDI), comprised of retired
senior military officers, was legalized. PDI leaders say the party intends to confront political and
social crisis rooted in government corruption, politicization of the judicial system, and consequences
of the economic adjustment program imposed by the International Monetary Fund. According to
local media reports, two University of the Andes (ULA) students were run over and killed by police,
who fled the scene. March 22: The congressional constitutional reform committee proposed several
amendments, including means to remove the president and members of congress from office after
completing a third of respective terms. If approved by popular referendum, the measure would take
effect in 1993. The committee also approved an amendment that would prevent the re-election of
presidents. If ratified, the measure would go into effect in 1994. Consequently, former president
Rafael Caldera who co-sponsored establishing the committee two years ago could legally run for
president in the 1993 general elections. Other proposed amendments would create a prime minister
post and human rights attorney general office. In a televised interview, Defense Minister Ochoa
Antich said continued street violence is likely unless political leaders quickly implement reforms.
The minister referred to "excessive concentration of power in privileged sectors," including the
media, industry, political and financial systems. He added that the military cannot act as motor of
change. Ochoa Antich is scheduled to retire in June. March 23: Violent demonstrations broke out
in Merida and Los Teques, a Caracas suburb, in protest of a new public transport fare hike. In Los
Teques, about 100 protesters burned tires, and clashed with police who attempted to disperse the
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crowd with tear gas, buckshot and clubs. (Sources: Associated Press, 03/11/92, 03/16/92; Chinese
news service Xinhua, 03/12/92, 03/19/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 03/20/92; Notimex, 03/11-13/92, 03/16-19/92, 03/23/92; Spanish news service EFE, 03/11-13/92,
03/16/92, 03/18-23/92; Agence France- Presse, 03/11-23/92)
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